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the action of the Soviet leaders in the redistribution of
the industry which exploited it, demands at least a general
understanding of Soviet geography, and must be meL

Look at the map. The Ural mountains divide Soviet
Europe from Soviet Asia.

Consider Soviet Europe first.

In its centre lies Moscow ciLy, surrounded by the Moscow
region. Moscow is the capital of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics. The capital also of the Russian
Socialist Federal Soviet Republic.

North-west of Moscow lies the Kalinin Region, and
farther to the north-west still lies the Leningrad Region.
Meadows and forests, watered by rain from the Atlantic,
are the physical features of this area; and, with access to
the sea, and at the head of the Gulf of Finland, stands
Leningrad, a fine old city of noble avenues and stone-
built houses, bridges, and canals.

North of Leningrad, and running parallel with Finland,
lies the Karelian Autonomous Republic, a land of lakes,
rivers, waterfalls, and pine-covered rocks

Northwards again, and this time beyond the Arctic
Circle, lies the Kola Peninsula, a land of rounded moun-
tains and stunted fir trees, a land jutting out into the
Arctic Ocean and enclosing, on its north-eastern side, the
White Sea: the land of the Saami-Lapps, on whose
northern shore lies the ice-free port of Murmansk, in a
position of immense strategic importance in time of war.

Return now, on the map, to Moscow. To the north-
east, this time, lies the Ivanov Industrial Region, the
centre of her textile industry, the Manchester of Russia.
Adjacent to it and still farther east is the Gorky Region.
Northward again is the Kirov Region, and beyond that
again are the Northern Regions, ending in the Arctic
Ocean, and with Karelia and the Kola Peninsula enclosing
the White Sea with its port of Archangel. Travelling
along this route from Moscow up to the Arctic, one passes
from the growing industrial towns to ploughlands inter-
spersed with birch-woods and copses and then to impassable
forests of conifers, these finally giving way to the stunted
trees and mosses of the Arctic tundra.